Discussion questions for week one

Discussion question #1:  Canada is characterized as having officially been a multicultural society since 1971, in contrast to the United States.  How is the “melting pot” image of the United States different?  Could the characteristics of who can come in Canada, vs. the United States, help explain these differences?  Discuss.
Discussion question #2.  The following three questions about Mexico and Cuba were asked in your reading questions.  Summarize your answers to them and then compare the relative strength of the “push” and “pull” factors of the two countries.  Given this context, in your opinion, which of the two has stronger “push” factors?  Discuss.

1. What share of people born in Cuba live in the United States?  How does this compare with the share of people born in Mexico that live in the United States?

2. What is the “wet foot, dry foot” policy under which Cubans are subject to?  How do they regularly get to U.S. shores?

3. How are undocumented Mexican treated under U.S. law when they arrive?
